Wednesday
March 10, 2021
9:00 a.m.
Please join the meeting from your computer, tablet or
smartphone using the following link:
Join Zoom Meeting

https://zoom.us/j/93848266884?pwd=WE9Obzh4VkhWL296VDF
waVhzOWhMdz09
Meeting ID: 938 4826 6884
Passcode: 164381
Call-in 253 215 8782

ADVISORY COUNCIL MEETING
AGENDA

9:00-9:05

I

Approval of Minutes –
• January 13, 2021 Regular Meeting

9:05-10:05

II

Transportation Climate Planning Update
• Kathy Strange, Amy Fowler, Sara Nichols

10:05-10:50

III

Wood Smoke Programs Review
• Graeme Carvlin, Amy Warren, Kelly
O’Callahan

10:50-11:10

IV

Legislative Update
• Craig Kenworthy

11:10-11:30

V

Staff Reports
• February Director’s Report to the Board

11:30-11:45

VI

Advisory Council Member Reports

PUGET SOUND CLEAN AIR AGENCY
ADVISORY COUNCIL
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES
January 13, 2021
1904 3rd Avenue, Suite 105
Seattle, WA 98101

Note: This was an online meeting and all Advisory Council members and staff were
present by computer or phone.
Advisory Council Members Present:
Charles Adkins, representing Tribal
Allison Butcher, representing Construction
Bill Franz, representing Snohomish County Suburban Cities
Tim Gould, representing King County Public-at-Large
Ronn Griffin, representing Kitsap County Public-at-Large
Debbie Hannig, representing Area Sources
Satwinder Kaur, representing King County Suburban Cities
Jenna Leonard, representing Environment
Paulina Lopez, Environmental Justice - Local
Kristin Lynett, representing Pierce County Public-at-Large
Kelly McGourty, representing Transportation
Steve Nicholas, representing Ports
Suzy Oversvee, representing Snohomish County Public-at-Large
Sameer Ranade, representing Environmental Justice - Regional or State
Darrell Rodgers, representing Health
Greg Tisdel, representing Small Business
Michael Verhaar, representing Large Industry
Brad Wiggins, representing Fire Chiefs Association
Advisory Council Members Absent:

Bonnie Meyer, representing Pierce County Suburban Cities
Michael Polluck, representing Kitsap County Suburban Cities

Kathy Ross, representing Education

Satwinder Kaur called the meeting to order at 9:03 a.m.
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I. Approval of Minutes
Ms. Kaur asked if there were any Advisory Council comments regarding the minutes
of the July 8, 2020 meeting. There were none.
Ms. Kaur asked for approval of the minutes from the September 9, 2020 Advisory
Council meeting as presented in the materials on the agency web site. Bill Franz
moved to approve. There was quorum approval.
There was no Advisory Council discussion.
II. Transportation Climate Planning Update
Sara Nichols provided a brief recap of the wedge analysis from the November joint
meeting and an update on the community input sessions.
Leah Missik from Climate Solutions gave an overview of their fall 2020 report that
explored transportation emission reduction options and opportunities.
Tim Gould asked whether any substantial mode shift of freight from truck to railroad
was considered. He said rail uses 2/3 less energy per ton-mile and would be less
costly to electrify with concentration on major corridors (less reliant on resourceintensive battery use).
Ms. Missik said yes, that was included in the shift.
Steve Nicholas asked whether London also has congestion pricing.
Ms. Missik said she had presented a slide earlier that showed Climate Solution’s
estimated VMT (vehicle miles traveled) reduction would equal London’s. She said yes,
London’s VMT number includes congestion pricing.

Ms. Missik continued talking about health impacts and impacts on communities of
color.
Mr. Nicholas asked about the air quality surcharge.
Ms. Missik said the air quality surcharge is a proposal that would account for the
lifetime emissions of any new vehicle. She said if somebody was purchasing a new
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vehicle, at the point of purchase they would pay a fee on that vehicle that would
account for the vehicle's lifetime emissions. She said in this way at the point of sale
there is an incentive for people to consider vehicles that have better efficiency
ratings. She said the money that is generated from the air quality surcharge could

be in turn invested in clean transportation options, like transit or electrification
infrastructure. She said basically it puts a price on the lifetime expected emissions of

any given new vehicle.

Greg Tisdel asked what percentage number was used in the VMT numbers given the
new situation of so many people teleworking.
Ms. Missik said they didn’t look at VMT in individual numbers or percentages. She said
they looked rather at trips avoided, or biking and walking plus transit.

Kathy Strange said when Ms. Nichols speaks again on the wedge analysis, she will
also address this question.
Paulina Lopez asked about what sources were used for the report’s equity/health
benefits analysis.
Ms. Missik said we used geospatial analysis, so we know exactly where the air
pollution is by zip code, and then using the reductions in air pollution by zip code we
were able to look at where communities are living using census data. She said we
were able to match where people are living with information on pollution reduction;
that is how we were able to create the analysis and model into the future.
Ms. Lopez asked why Hispanic people and POCs were divided in the report.
Ms. Missik said the only reason it was done that way is because the census does it
that way.
Mr. Nicholas said he was intrigued by the 15% freight reduction in VMT and asked if she
could share more information on that.
Ms. Missik said due to the power outage she can’t access all her material, so she can't
refer him to the names of all the different studies that were looked at. She said we

worked with a consultant and looked at the freight analysis framework. She said the
consultant was looking at a number of different studies and she could email Mr.
Nicholas the list that we were looking at. She said the different studies had
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projections based on high, medium, and low economic growth. She said for our VMT
reduction scenario we chose the lowest growth scenarios and then slightly amplified
them.
Craig Kenworthy asked if it was safe to assume that the figures don’t include any
massive changes in technology.
Ms. Missik said that is correct; they are based on business as usual.
Mr. Nicholas asked whether the benefit cost analysis included the implications of the
reduction in freight traffic in terms of jobs for truckers, many of whom are BIPOC.

Ms. Missik said we didn’t have the resources to do that.
Suzy Oversvee said utilities have released a transportation electrification strategy,
working on plans and projects that are more focused on electrification rather than
VMT. She asked if they had looked at VMT as an energy efficiency construct and
considered the potential kilowatt hour reduction from a reduction in VMT.
Ms. Missik said they had done that; she just didn’t reference it in the presentation
today. She said the information is on the Climate Solutions web site.
Ms. Nichols continued the presentation with more re-visiting information presented at
the November joint meeting with the Board and how current bills in the Legislature
might affect GHG reduction.
Ms. Strange said with respect to the question Mr. Tisdel had asked earlier in the
meeting regarding how telework and commute pattern changes due to COVID-19
had been incorporated into the analysis. She said they had and while the original
assumptions had been ambitious, the data from COVID-19 made the data more
ambitious and informed what had been proven possible.
Mr. Tisdel said we need to sell that to the business community as another way to
solve the emissions problem and health issues.
Kristen Lynett asked about the agency’s next steps, besides engaging with the
Legislature.

Mr. Kenworthy said we will discuss that with the Board at its January meeting. He said
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the general sense he has gotten so far is it wants to see what the Legislature does or
doesn’t do before deciding next steps. He said the Biden administration increases the
chance of enhanced fuel standards.
Sameer Ranade said he would love to see the inclusion of some type of a regional air
shed cap on non-GHG pollutants, like criteria pollutants and hazardous air pollutants.
He said that would ensure that there is actually tangible air quality improvements
associated with the economy-wide climate policy. He asked Mr. Kenworthy to speak
to the efficacy of creating such a regional air shed cap, and whether the agency
would advocate for that.

Mr. Kenworthy said in effect, we have a regional air shed cap on the criteria pollutants
because we have to meet the federal standards, but that is not across the whole
region. He said that is in areas that might violate and be designated like most of the
urban area of Pierce County was designated from 2009-2015 for particulate matter.

Darrell Rodgers said with respect to the numbers that we are showing, how has the
fact that we have had these really significant wildfire events contributing to the levels
with several incidents over the last several years. He asked if we are taking that into
account, and is it being subtracted from what is actually coming from vehicles,
transportation, and industry
Ms. Strange said emissions from wildfire smoke swamp emissions from other
pollution sources; so that doesn’t impact the cap for the airshed we flag those days
as exceptional events.
There was no further Advisory Council discussion.
III. Legislative Update
Mr. Kenworthy gave an update on the status of the clean fuel standard bill, carbon
pricing and carbon cap and trade bills, road usage charges, air toxics, an air quality
surcharge, transmission network companies (e.g., Uber, Lyft, etc.), nuisance odors, and
homegrown marijuana.
Ms. Lopez said she is concerned about the cumulative health impacts due to historic
pollution in overburden/disadvantaged communities, and that it is not being taken
into consideration for any of the carbon pricing legislation.
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There was no further Advisory Council discussion.
IV. Staff Reports
NOC Fee Increase Plan
John Dawson explained the NOC (Notice of Construction) program and talked about
the proposed fee increases. He said we will introduce this to the Board at its January

meeting, there will be a special work session in February, and we will begin the public
comment period and fee workshop. He said at the March Board meeting we will hold

the public hearing, and the Board will vote on the Resolution in April with a potential
increase effective in June.
Steve Van Slyke asked Advisory Council members to network and let people know
about the web site and offer comments if interested.
Mr. Gould asked if the changes would involve taking advantage of category
similarities to create a more streamlined process for the permit reviews.

Mr. Van Slyke said the rule changes won’t affect policy. He said the last time we did
that was for autobody shops. He said that Engineers are already looking at possible
additional streamlining and there is streamlining already in the rule.
Mr. Dawson said streamlining of the category doesn’t require Board approval and we
are working on that in parallel with the proposed rule change.
There was no further Advisory Council discussion.
V. Advisory Council Member Reports
Ms. Oversvee said Snohomish County PUD was awarded two clean energy funding
grants from the Dept. of Commerce. She said one is to work with Everett Transit to
install induction charging so that they can conduct on-route electric bus charging.
She said that will be the first in Western Washington and we are really excited about
it. She said the other grant is to install one EV fast charger at HopeWorks Station in
Everett. She said it is a new, LEED certified and Living Building Institute certified
building that helps people who are transitioning out of homelessness.
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Ms. Lynett said the City of Tacoma also received a grant from the Dept. of Commerce
for installing EV stations. She said they will put in two dozen or so level two and fast
chargers throughout all the downtown parking lots and garages.
There was no further Advisory Council discussion.
VIII. ADJOURN
With no further business, the Advisory Council adjourned at 10:56 a.m.
I hereby certify this to be a true and correct record of the Minutes of the January 13,
2021 meeting of the Advisory Council of the Puget Sound Clean Air Agency.
Attest:
_________________________
Craig T. Kenworthy
Executive Director
jwc
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DATE
TO
S U B J EC T

March 3, 2021
Advisory Council

Puget Sound Clean Air Agency
Transportation Climate Planning Update -Clean
Transportation Projects

Honorable Members:
At your March meeting, we will provide an update on several new and ongoing Agency
transportation projects to reduce greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions:
• Our community-led electric vehicle (EV) carshare pilot project in Seattle’s South Park
neighborhood in partnership with Villa Comunitaria.
• A recent effort to assess barriers and opportunities for increasing EV sales by gathering
information from car dealerships in our region.
• Ongoing efforts with the Puget Sound Regional Council to assist regional jurisdictions in
their transportation electrification efforts.
• Our work with partner organizations to help overcome key barriers to charging
infrastructure installation in multi-unit buildings.
• Recent outreach to drivers for transportation network companies like Uber and Lyft –
both of which have committed to have 100% of the vehicles in their networks be electric
by 2030.
• New efforts to replace diesel-fueled cargo handling equipment (CHE) with electric CHE.
I look forward to our discussion.
Respectfully submitted,

Craig T. Kenworthy
Executive Director
Attachment
jwc
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Transportation Climate Planning Update
Clean Transportation Updates
Advisory Council
March 10, 2021

Agenda
•

Background

•

Project Updates

•

o

Villa Comunitaria EV Carshare

o

EV Dealership Engagement

o

Regional EV (REV) Collaboration

o

Vehicle Charging Innovations for Multi-Unit Dwellings

o

Electrifying Ride-Share

o

Cargo-Handling Equipment Electrification

Questions and Open Discussion

Transportation Climate Planning Update
March 10, 2021

Background
•

Transportation emissions accounted for 38%
of the regions total GHGs

•

Significant health impacts

•

Disadvantaged communities
disproportionately impacted by
transportation pollution

•

Unequal access to clean transportation
technologies

Transportation Climate Planning Update
March 10, 2021

Benefits of Transportation Electrification
Public Health

Economic

Environmental

Transportation Climate Planning Update
March 10, 2021

Villa Comunitaria EV Carshare
•

•

Overview
o

Community-owned 3-year pilot project

o

Agency to fund vehicles and charging infrastructure

o

Villa to undertake all program management with Agency assistance

o

Contract in development

Next steps
o

Pursue additional funding opportunities

o

Fund second vehicle

o

Ongoing outreach and education

Transportation Climate Planning Update
March 10, 2021

EV Dealership Engagement
•

Overview
o

•

•

SB 5811 - WA ZEV Mandate

Phased Approach
o

Phase 1: Information Gathering

o

Phase 2: Develop a dealership engagement strategy, as needed

Phase 1: Information Gathering
o

WSADA survey & literature review

o

Industry outreach & consultation

o

Department of Licensing records request

Transportation Climate Planning Update
March 10, 2021

WSADA Survey Findings
1.

Dealerships are only somewhat
familiar with ZEV Mandate but
are familiar with EV Incentives

2.

Training is not a perceived
obstacle

3.

Challenges include typical
customer concerns ($, range
anxiety, charging infrastructure)

4.

Successes include training,
partnerships, and leasing
options

Transportation Climate Planning Update
March 10, 2021

Research Findings
•

•

•
•

Barriers:
o

Lack of diverse EV models

o

Consumers are missing vital information at the dealerships

o

EV sales mentality

Vehicle rebates and tax incentives have a significant effect
on total EV sales (and are most effective when offered at
the point of sale)
Consumer and dealer outreach and education programs
remain critical
Existing policy solutions and incentive programs exist
which can serve as good models

Transportation Climate Planning Update
March 10, 2021
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EV Dealership Engagement Next Steps
•

Analyze DOL data, once available

•

Encourage more collaboration across the EV market

•

Close information gaps

Transportation Climate Planning Update
March 10, 2021

Regional EV (REV) Collaboration
•
•

Series of meetings co-hosted by PSRC/PSCAA
February 10th session focused on “Electrifying Your
Comprehensive Plan”
o

•

>50 attendees from city planning/facilities departments, fleet
managers, utilities, developers, etc.

Meeting goals:
o

Assess challenges and opportunities relating to electrification efforts

o

Discuss proposal for an information clearinghouse

Transportation Climate Planning Update
March 10, 2021

High-Level Themes
Challenges

Opportunities

• Ensuring electrification is affordable and
accessible to communities facing the highest
barriers

• Equitable electrification resources and
examples, with a focus on communities facing
the highest barriers

• Regional infrastructure planning guidance –
where to install and where?

• Tools to translate electrification needs to
stakeholders (e.g., regional charging
infrastructure analysis)

• Identify solutions to overcome slow pace and
barriers to charging infrastructure installation

• Funding opportunities and grant assistance

• Additional guidance from PSRC on actions,
programs, and policies that demonstrate
alignment with VISION 2050

• Model language for building codes, land use,
zoning, development regs., design guidelines,
etc. to support EV deployment and
demonstrate compliance with VISION 2050

• Viability of fleet demonstration projects and
• Promote opportunities for peer-to-peer
whether EVs are going to work for specific use
learning (Clean Cities, WSU Clean
cases
Transportation Program)

Transportation Climate Planning Update
March 10, 2021

• Utility coordination, especially regarding rural
areas and improving electrical distribution

• Guidance for coordinating with your utility

Goals for a Resource Clearinghouse
1.

Provide the information, tools, and resources jurisdictions need to help electrify
their comprehensive plans

2.

Develop a user-friendly online clearinghouse for information sharing

3.

Provide sample code language that enables electrification

4.

Allow jurisdictions to promote their best practices and success stories through a
public platform

5.

Update the clearinghouse as needed with new and relevant information

Transportation Climate Planning Update
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Vehicle Charging Innovations for Multi-Unit Dwelling
•

•

•

Project Leads: Center for Sustainable
Energy, Forth Mobility, Energetics
Project goal: Create and broadly
disseminate a Multi-Unit Dwelling EV
charging toolkit
WWCC/PSCAA Role:
o

o

Transportation Climate Planning Update
March 10, 2021

2019-2020: Stakeholder interviews to assess
barriers
2021-2022: Toolkit dissemination

Electrifying Ride-Hailing
•

Pre-COVID, talked to ~250 Uber and Lyft
drivers

o

•
•

•

Transportation Climate Planning Update
March 10, 2021

Challenges identified:
•
Lack of information about EVs
•
Charging
•
Upfront cost of EVs
•
Available EV models

Pandemic has reduced ride-hailing by 80%+

Planning for outreach once COVID concerns
reduced
Uber and Lyft publicly committed to go allelectric by 2030

Cargo-Handling Equipment (CHE) Electrification
•

•

Overview
o

Replacing diesel-fueled CHE with electric CHE

o

Currently working on Ecology State DERA grant to replace 6 CHE

o

Applying for another 8-10 CHE replacements in a National DERA grant

Next steps
o

o
o

Build relationships with port terminals, distribution centers, & railyards
that own CHE
Pursue additional funding opportunities
Help coordinate the matching funding opportunities with potential
projects

Transportation Climate Planning Update
March 10, 2021

Questions? Ideas?

Transportation Climate Planning Update
March 10, 2021

DATE
TO
S U B J EC T

March 3, 2021
Advisory Council

Puget Sound Clean Air Agency
Wood Smoke Programs Review

Honorable Members:
At your March meeting, we will review our wood smoke programs and discuss air quality
during the winter 2020-2021 season.
Staff will review air quality burn ban regulations and methods of forecasting wintertime
air quality. We will discuss air quality during the winter 2020-2021 season and how it
compares to other years. Additionally, we will present on the Agency’s wood smoke
reduction programs.
I look forward to our discussion.
Respectfully submitted,

Craig T. Kenworthy
Executive Director
Attachment
jwc
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Wood Smoke Programs Review

Graeme Carvlin, Amy Warren, Kelly O’Callahan

March 10, 2021

Introduction
Wood smoke is one of the primary sources of fine particles
during the winter
Fine particles cause many health effects,1
including:
-

Asthma

-

Cancer

-

Heart attacks

-

Premature death

Wood burning leads to air quality burn bans
Wood Smoke Programs Review
March 10, 2021
1. EPA Integrated Science Assessment for Particulate Matter, Dec 2019: https://cfpub.epa.gov/ncea/isa/recordisplay.cfm?deid=347534#tab-3

About Air Quality Burn Bans
Legislature authorized in RCW 70A.15.3580
Stage 1:
• Forecast 35 µg/m3*
• Allows certified stoves and those with no other
adequate source of heat (NOASH)
Stage 2
• Measure 25 µg/m3 and forecast 35 µg/m3
• Only NOASH allowed to burn
Expect pollution will not clear for at least 24 hours
* 35 for King, Kitsap, South Pierce, Pierce Peninsula. 30 for Snohomish and Pierce.

Wood Smoke Programs Review
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Forecasting
Meteorology
•

Cold, calm, clear

•

< 40 °F, < 2 mph wind, low mixing height

Location

Wood Smoke Programs Review
March 10, 2021

•

Density of wood burning households

•

Microclimate

Monitoring
Geographic coverage

Local scale differences

Wood Smoke Programs Review
March 10, 2021
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Winter 20-21
Why no burn bans?
Warm, windy, cloudy

One unexpected exceedance in Darrington

Wood Smoke Programs Review
March 10, 2021

38 µg/m3 on 1/23/21

Wood Smoke Programs Review
March 10, 2021

Enforcement
Inspectors patrol each week, checking opacity

8 NOVs issued for chimney smoke

Wood Smoke Programs Review
March 10, 2021

Wood Stove Program

Background, standards for technology, current incentives for
removal

Wood Smoke Programs Review
February 25, 2021

Wood Stove Program
Background
The Agency has offered incentives for over
15 years to encourage wood stove users to
upgrade or scrap altogether:
•
•

•

Darrington, Marysville, Everett
Tacoma-Pierce County Nonattainment
Area
King, Kitsap, Pierce, and Snohomish
Counties

Wood Smoke Programs Review
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2020 NSPS – new standard

EPA revised its standards for new residential wood heaters
on May 15, 2015 [Wood Heater New Source Performance
Standards (NSPS)].
EPA certified wood stoves
•

US EPA set first standard in 1988, minor adjustments 1990

•

WA Ecology adopted tighter standard in 1995, superseding federal

•

May 1995 Step 1 EPA standard close but still not as protective as WA
standard

•

May 2020 Step 2 EPA standard now tighter than WA

Now need for WA Ecology to clean up RCW to align with federal standard.

Wood Smoke Programs Review
March 10, 2021

Program Results from 2018-2021

Wood Smoke Programs Review
March 10, 2021

Upgrading to cleaner heat

Wood Smoke Programs Review
March 10, 2021

Snohomish Heating Replacement Choices

Wood Smoke Programs Review
March 10, 2021

What’s next?
FY22-23 biennium budget request for state-wide
Wood Stove Recycling & Replacement Programs

$4 million request from WA Ecology is in the governor’s budget

Wood Smoke Programs Review
March 10, 2021

Wood Smoke Outreach

Clean Burning, Wood Stove Program, Burn Bans

Wood Smoke Programs Review
February 25, 2021

Key Messages
•

Clean Burning
•
•

•

•

Neighborhood impact

Clean Burning Challenge

Wood Stove Program
•
•

•

Focus Areas

$350 recycling reward (entire
jurisdiction)

•

$1500 replacement discount
(Snohomish County only)

Air Quality Burn Bans
•
•

Education

Prevention

Wood Smoke Programs Review
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•

Snohomish County
•

Darrington

•

Arlington

•

Marysville

Focus Communities
•

Auburn-Algona-Pacific

•

Duwamish

•

Lakewood

Tacoma-Pierce County Smoke
Reduction Zone

COVID Challenges
Increased risk to health from
fine particles

Strained partner resources

Limited digital messaging space

Wood Smoke Programs Review
March 10, 2021

Clean Burn Challenge Pilot
Goal: Equip residents who depend on
burning wood for home heat with a moisture
meter and clean burning information
Accessibility:
• English & Spanish
• Online & mail-in
Kits distributed as of 2/11/21:
43 kits mailed
• Darrington: 14
• Arlington: 10
• Marysville: 8
• Other: 11
Wood Smoke Programs Review
March 10, 2021

Outreach Efforts

Internal Efforts
•
•

Blog Article

Direct Mailings

Newspapers (print, online, targeted digital ads)
•
•
•
•

The (Tacoma) News Tribune
The Daily (Everett) Herald
The Auburn Reporter

Kitsap Daily News, Kingston Community News, Bainbridge
Island Review, North Kitsap Herald

Online Publications
•
•

Wood Smoke Programs Review
March 10, 2021

South Seattle Emerald
West Seattle Blog

Partner Support
Newsletters & Social Media
Leverage partner communication channels for
greatest impact
Newsletters
•
•
•
•

Darrington Fire Department
Arlington E-Newsletter
Marysville Scene

Kitsap County Solid Waste

Social Media Amplification

Wood Smoke Programs Review
March 10, 2021

Thank you!

Questions?

Wood Smoke Programs Review
March 10, 2021

DATE

March 3, 2021

TO

Advisory Council
Puget Sound Clean Air Agency

SUBJECT

Legislative Update

Honorable Members:
I will give an update on issues for the current state legislative session at the March meeting.
Respectfully submitted,

Craig T. Kenworthy
Executive Director
jwc
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DATE

February 18, 2021

TO

Board of Directors
Puget Sound Clean Air Agency

SUBJECT

Executive Director’s Report

Honorable Members:
The legislatuer is full swing and I will provide you with an update at the meeting. Here
are some highlights from what we have been doing to clean the air and protect the
climate.
GOAL ONE – PROTECT PUBLIC HEALTH AND THE ENVIRONMENT FROM AIR POLLUTION
Objective 1.2 – Reduce transportation emissions, especially diesel particulate, in highly
impacted locations
We completed an EPA-funded grant to replace 22 diesel-fueled school buses at five
area school districts with propane-fueled buses. These 22 replacements will reduce
emissions of fine particle pollution (PM2.5) by 0.13 tons annually, emissions of NOx by 1.9
tons annually, and provide health benefits valued at $105,600 each year.
Objective 1.3 – Reduce emissions and exposures from wood smoke and outdoor
burning
At your February meeting, staff will provide an overview of our recent efforts to meet

Objective 1.3; details are included here for ease. In January, outreach efforts continued
to promote clean burning practices throughout the jurisdiction. The “Clean Burning

Challenge” program is ongoing and is targeted towards residents of Arlington,
Darrington, Marysville, the Tacoma-Pierce County Smoke Reduction Zone, and three of
our focus communities: Duwamish, Auburn-Algona-Pacific, and Lakewood.

Also in January, our digital and newspaper campaigns have continued with a focus on
the Wood Stove Program. According to our ad representatives with The (Tacoma)

News Tribune and Sound Publishing, our digital advertisements have performed above
expectations for “clicks.”
Staff has coordinated with our county and municipality partners to assist in

promoting our messages. Clean burning practices and the Wood Stove Program
have been promoted through newsletters and on social media. We are deeply
grateful to those jurisdictional partners for increasing the reach of our programs.

As of February 10th, our FY20-21 Ecology grant-funded Wood Stove Program had 719
households follow through with their projects. This includes 555 recycling projects (251
in King County, 164 in Pierce County, and 140 in Snohomish County) which have been
issued their $350 reward check for scrapping their old wood stove. Another 164
households have funds reserved or redeemed for their $1,500 Replacement Discount
project (offered only in Snohomish County) to upgrade to a cleaner heating
appliance.

For our Agency-funded Kitsap County drop-off recycling effort, so far 162 households
have followed through with their recycling project and have been issued a $350
reward for scrapping their old wood stove.
The combined programs, serving all our four counties, have incentivized the removal
of 881 old wood stoves/inserts for this program cycle of fiscal years 2020-21.
Objective 1.5 – Characterize and communicate air quality throughout the region, with
the active participation of the public
This month we (virtually) hosted the most recent NW-AIRQUEST and Northwest
Weather Modeling Consortium meeting. In the meeting, we presented and continue
to advocate with other partners for a Northwest-wide network of special monitors
(called ceilometers) that help us vertically assess wildfire smoke. This can give us
more advanced notice of wildfire smoke, including the density and altitude.

GOAL TWO – BECOME THE MOST CLIMATE-FRIENDLY REGION IN THE UNITED STATES
Objective 2.1 – Reduce emissions of greenhouse gases from transportation
In partnership with PSRC, Agency staff held the next Regional Electric Vehicle (REV)
Collaboration meeting on February 10, 2021. This meeting focused on understanding
what electrification planning resources member jurisdictions need as they work to
-2-

update their comprehensive plans. The meeting had over 50 registrants and provided
an opportunity for staff to better understand challenges, success stories, and best
practices from partner jurisdictions relating to their electrification efforts. Staff was
delighted to have Board Chair Paul Roberts and former Board member Ryan Dicks
participate in this session.

Staff continues to assess tactics to inform a broader auto dealership engagement
strategy to support the State’s zero-emission vehicle (ZEV) standard. The Department

of Clean Air Initiatives is discussing potential next steps the Agency can take to
support dealerships and ZEV sales in the coming years as part of our initial FY22
budget planning. We will brief you on this at an upoming meeting.

EXCELLENCE GOAL – EMPLOY THE BEST PEOPLE, POLICIES, AND PRACTICES TO ACHIEVE
OUR WORK
Objective 3.2 – Develop a culture that integrates environmental justice and equity
principles into our day-to-day work and decisions
We have scheduled the first conversation between BIPOC staff and the management
team for March 2nd and anticipate further dialog. We will keep you updated on this
work.

The Department of Clean Air Initiatives continues its research to inform development
of a racial equity toolkit to pilot among their projects. This early work includes
research to identify model racial equity toolkits, interviews with jurisdictions currently
using toolkits, and an internal staff survey soliticitng input on the previous effort to
develop a toolkit at the Agency. The results of this research were shared with
managers on February 16. Staff is continuing on with the next phase of this work,
including draft toolkit development and testing.
The Agency continues to work to advance internal equity by holding monthly racial
caucusing groups (BIPOC group and the white anti-racism alliance group).
2021 BOARD MEETING DATES REMAINING
March 25
April 22
May 27

June 17 (Budget approval)
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July 22 (Executive Director’s performance evaluation)
August (no meeting)
September 23
October 28

November 18 (Joint meeting with the Advisory Council)
December 16
GENERAL
At the national level, I continue to serve as co-chair of the funding committee of our

national association, NACAA. We are pushing for increased funding for local air quality
agencies in any potential stimulus package and are placing a strong emphasis on

equity. I hope to have good news to share with you on this soon.

NACAA held a Board meeting on Feb 18th and I will update you on other national issues
from that discussion as part of my federal policy update.
Respectfully submitted,

Craig T. Kenworthy
Executive Director
jwc
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