Wednesday
July 14, 2021
9:00 a.m.
Please join the meeting from your computer, tablet or
smartphone using the following link:
https://zoom.us/j/93866911303?pwd=a2YxelRVUlRFSEdCWVN
jNXZuOGZkUT09

Meeting ID: 938 6691 1303
Passcode: 235781
Call-in: 833 548 0282

ADVISORY COUNCIL MEETING
AGENDA
9:00-9:05

I

Approval of Minutes –
• May 12, 2021 Regular Meeting

9:05-10:35

II

Strategic Planning
• Kathy Strange, Amy Fowler, Steve Van
Slyke

10:35-11:35

IV

Staff Reports
• Upcoming Regulatory Changes – Steve
Van Slyke
• Wildfire Season Planning – Erik Saganić
• Equity Update – Joanna Gangi
• FY22 Budget Briefing – Craig Kenworthy

• June Director’s Report to the Board
11:35-11:45

V

Advisory Council Member Reports

PUGET SOUND CLEAN AIR AGENCY
ADVISORY COUNCIL
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES
May 12, 2021
1904 3rd Avenue, Suite 105
Seattle, WA 98101

Note: This was an online meeting and all Advisory Council members and staff were
present by computer or phone.
Advisory Council Members Present:
Charles Adkins, representing Tribal
Bill Franz, representing Snohomish County Suburban Cities
Tim Gould, representing King County Public-at-Large
Ronn Griffin, representing Kitsap County Public-at-Large
Debbie Hannig, representing Area Sources
Satwinder Kaur, representing King County Suburban Cities
Jenna Leonard, representing Environment
Paulina Lopez, Environmental Justice - Local
Kristin Lynett, representing Pierce County Public-at-Large
Bonnie Meyer, representing Pierce County Suburban Cities
Kelly McGourty, representing Transportation
Steve Nicholas, representing Ports
Suzy Oversvee, representing Snohomish County Public-at-Large
Darrell Rodgers, representing Health
Kathy Ross, representing Education
Greg Tisdel, representing Small Business
Keith Weir, representing Labor
Advisory Council Members Absent:
Allison Butcher, representing Construction

Michael Pollock, representing Kitsap County Suburban Cities
Brad Wiggins, representing Fire Chiefs Association

Craig Kenworthy called the meeting to order at 9: 03 a.m. He said since a quorum
was not present, the first item will be strategic planning.
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II. Strategic Planning
Kathy Strange gave an overview of the current plan and the initial timeline and

process for creating a new strategic plan. She said she would also give the first of
several reports on progress made on the current strategic plan.
Kristin Lynett said Tacoma is in the process of updating its climate action plan and

instead of hiring a for-profit consultant for the outreach and engagement, it
contracted with a local nonprofit to help with that work. She said for helping with the
strategic plan work maybe that is another potential strategy, especially around
centering equity in having the consultants potentially be community partners rather

than traditional consultants.

Paulina Lopez agreed with Ms. Lynett. She asked whether the Advisory Council will be
involved in determining priorities in the new strategic plan.
Kelly McGourty asked for clarification of the consultant’s, or multiples consultants’
roles and the process principles.
Mr. Kenworthy said the process principles are a conversation about what are the key
things we want to incorporate. He said, for example, that we want to center equity
would be a principle.
Ms. Strange said we might be talking about multiple consultants to guide us in this
process. She said one of the key requirements is somebody who is expert in the
facilitative process, who is expert in convening and getting the best ideas and
openness out of people as we look forward to our new challenges. She said that
would be a different requirement than for a consultant reviewing the work that we
have done.
Jenna Leonard said there may be some groups that are better respected in some
communities. She said maybe in difficult to reach areas, we could have different
consultants that already have existing relationships with those communities.
Mr. Kenworthy said we want to be careful about asking community groups to do work
for us without adequate compensation and that might not be possible in every
corner of all four counties given the agency’s limited resources.
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(Satwinder Kaur joined the Advisory Council at 9:25 a.m.)
Ms. Strange gave a high-level explanation of the current strategic plan’s goals and
objectives.
Ms. Lopez said she would like to see more aggressive local goals that address

cumulative impacts of pollutants on the airshed that are not addressed in the
current Clean Air Act, particularly in highly impacted communities.
Suzy Oversvee asked about the status of the currently vacant Woodsmoke

Communities position on the Advisory Council. She said we need that representation
as we move forward with strategic plan. She said we could recruit someone from

Darrington and asked whether there will be a remote option for future meetings
when they are once again in-person.

Mr. Kenworthy said the Board’s first meeting in-person may be September or October
and the first in-person meeting with the Advisory Council may be the November joint
meeting with the Board. He expects some form of hybrid meeting will be possible in
the future.
(Tim Gould arrive to join the Advisory Council at 9:55 a.m.)
Ms. Strange spoke about the health effects of fine particle pollution and fine particle
pollution regulatory standards.
Keith Weir, the new Labor representative, introduced himself. He asked whether
ultrafine particle pollution is included in the PM2.5 numbers.
Ms. Strange said yes, as part of the total PM2.5.
Mr. Weir asked about the public health effects of wildfire smoke.
Ms. Strange said the University of Washington published a study recently and plans to
increase the dataset. She said the last few seasons from 2017-20 have been

unprecedented in levels of smoke.

Bonnie Meyer asked about inclusion of data from community based PurpleAir
monitors.
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Ms. Strange explained the agency’s lending program of portable fine particle
monitors.
(Ronn Griffin joined the Advisory Council at 10:26 a.m.)
Mr. Gould asked if the challenge is that many sources of pollution are other than
stationary sources.

Mr. Kenworthy agreed with Mr. Gould and gave examples of work in the past the
agency has done with partners to address some of those other sources (e.g., bunker
fuel standards, federal vehicle emission standards, etc.).
Ms. Lynett asked about cap and trade.
Mr. Kenworthy said he would address that in the legislative update.
Ms. Leonard asked whether there is more funding with tightened air standards. She
also asked whether the agency advocated for tightened NAAQS.
Mr. Kenworthy said sometimes you can apply for additional funds through grants,
particularly when you are in nonattainment. He said we have advocated for tighter
standards through NAACA.
There was no further Advisory Council discussion.
I. Approval of Minutes
Ms. Kaur asked if there were any Advisory Council comments regarding the minutes
of the March 10, 2021 meeting. There were none.
Ms. Kaur asked for approval of the minutes from the March 10, 2021 Advisory Council
meeting as presented in the materials on the agency web site. Mr. Weir moved to
approve. There was quorum approval.

There was no Advisory Council discussion.
III. Transportation Climate Planning Update
Ms. Strange and Mr. Kenworthy gave an overview and update on 2021 legislative
4

climate bills.
Ms. Lynett asked about exemptions in the cap and invest bill.
Ms. Strange said there are limited offset credits, which ratchet down over time. She
said there are more offsets allowed in the earlier years than in the later years. She
said there are also additional allowances and exclusions for what are considered
high emission trade exposed entities.
(Debbie Hannig joined the Advisory Council meeting at 10:42 a.m.)
Mr. Gould said with respect to cap and invest, what additional requirements or
authority might Ecology delegate to the agency.

Mr. Kenworthy said either Ecology or the agency can enforce tightened emissions
limits on sources, depending on the circumstances.
Ms. Strange gave an overview and update on the clean fuel standard.
Ms. Lynett asked if when we update the strategic plan, we will include GHG emission
targets that match the state.
Ms. Strange said right now with the new strategic plan everything should be on the
table.
There was no further Advisory Council discussion.
IV. Legislative Update
Mr. Kenworthy gave a legislative update on items not covered in the previous agenda
item.
Mr. Weir asked about the wood stove replacement program.
Mr. Kenworthy said we focus on getting the greatest reduction in PM, depending on
what other fuels are available in a community.
There was no further Advisory Council discussion.
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V. Staff Reports
Mr. Kenworthy gave a brief overview of the FY22 budget and noted that it was created
with the assumption that the per capita rate will be flat for another year.
There was no Advisory Council discussion.
VI. Advisory Council Member Reports
There were no Advisory Council member reports.
VII. ADJOURN
With no further business, the Advisory Council adjourned at 11:46 a.m.
I hereby certify this to be a true and correct record of the Minutes of the May 12, 2021
meeting of the Advisory Council of the Puget Sound Clean Air Agency.
Attest:
_________________________
Craig T. Kenworthy
Executive Director
jwc
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DATE

July 7, 2021

TO

Advisory Council
Puget Sound Clean Air Agency

SUBJECT

Strategic Planning Update

Honorable Members:
At your July meeting, we will continue our strategic planning discussion.
Staff will provide an overview of our strategic planning near-term process. We will also continue
our “State of the Airshed 2021” briefings. July’s briefing will address objectives 1.2, 2.1, and 1.4 in the
2014-2020 strategic plan that address emissions from transportation and industrial sources.
This briefing will include a high-level review of 2014-2020 plan targets and objectives, as well as
an initial round of known issue identification.
I look forward to a robust discussion.
Respectfully submitted,

Craig T. Kenworthy
Executive Director
Attachment
jwc

Strategic Planning

Advisory Council Meeting

July 14, 2021

Overview
•
•
•
•

Strategic Plan
July 14, 2021

Strategic Plan initial timeline,
process, input

Community Engagement RFP

“State of the Airshed 2021” – Part 2

Questions

Initial Timeline and Process
Spring 2021

Summer 2021

Fall 2021

“State of Airshed” briefings +

“State of Airshed” briefings +

“State of Airshed” briefings +

Initial issue identification

Initial issue identification

Initial issue identification

Input & Process principles
Consultant RFP

Consultant hired
Begin next SP process &
Community Engagement

Strategic Plan
July 14, 2021

Input on planning process
•

Sense of urgency to move forward

•

Support for consultant

•

Center equity

•

Conduct robust community engagement

Process principle
•

Prioritize equity and robust community
engagement

Strategic Planning
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Consultant approach - equity
•

•

Consultant to provide examples of how they have used principles of equity and
environmental justice
Inclusion of Agency CAT tool in RFP
•

•

Consultant to show how they will reduce barriers to community participation

Strategic Plan
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e.g., targeting areas in each county with greater air pollution, socioeconomic barriers,
and poorer health outcomes

RFP Elements

Develop + Conduct Community Engagement Plan
•

Develop plan (October – November 2021):
•

•

•

Strategic advice on best tools to solicit input, conduct
engagement
Joint Meeting:

Draft proposal - three phases of community
engagement:
•

Winter 2021/2022 – Initial issue identification

•

Spring/Summer 2022 – Final issues; draft components of new plan

•

Fall 2022 – Share new Strategic Plan following Board adoption

•

At least 8 in-person* meetings, with equity as key focus

•

Community engagement report

Strategic Plan
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*COVID permitting

RFP Elements

Develop Strategic Planning Elements (internal)

•

Develop components
•

•
•

Strategic advice on how to best engage staff
Conduct staff meetings (in addition to Board and
Advisory Council)
•

Strategic Plan
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October – November 2021

Winter 2021 – Spring 2022

Timeline + questions
•

July 2021 – RFP posted

•

October 2021 – Contract begins

•

•
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October-November 2021 – Development phase
(joint meeting)
December 2021-September 2022 – Community
engagement

•

Fall 2022 – Board adopts new Strategic Plan

•

Questions?

“State of the Airshed”- Part 2
Transportation Objectives – 1.2 and 2.1

Objective 1.2
Reduce transportation emissions,
especially diesel particulate, in
highly impacted locations
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Why Diesel?
•
•

About 70% of potential cancer risk
Communities near freeways and
ports fare the worst

Strategic Plan
July 14, 2021

Results
•

•

•

Strategic Plan
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Identified and prioritized highly impacted
locations (focus areas)
Received millions of dollars in grants to reduce
emissions
Provided support to address unintended
impacts

Results (2)
•

•

•
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Helped influence and reach Northwest Ports
Clean Air Strategy’s goals
Served on steering committee for West Coast
Diesel Collaborative
Provided input on parameters for future grants
to federal, state, and local granting agencies

Objective Target

Reduce diesel particulate by 60%
from 2014 to 2020
•

•
•

Where does black carbon come from?
•

On-road diesel

•

Off-road diesel

•

Wood smoke

Black carbon has decreased since 2014
But not clear where reductions are from
(which diesel source category)
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Objective 1.2 Summary
 We fell short of our target to reduce diesel emissions by 60% in
highly impacted locations
 We obtained millions of dollars in grants to implement diesel
emission reduction projects and programs, particularly in focus
communities
 We successfully supported efforts to obtain legislative wins that
will reduce diesel emissions in the coming years
 We began building relationships within focus communities
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Objective 1.2
Initial Issue Identification
 Many areas have disproportionate exposure to diesel emissions
and uncertain grant opportunities to address them
 Technology is changing what’s possible for emission reductions
at an uneven rate across sources of diesel pollution
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Objective 2.1
Become the most climate-friendly
region in the United States
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Who’s the Most “Climate-Friendly”?
It depends on who you ask …
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Results
• Supported legislative wins that will reduce
emissions:
•
•

Clean Fuel Standard (2021)
Zero-Emission Vehicle (ZEV) Mandate
(2020)

• Hosted the Western Washington Clean
Cities Coalition
• Collaborated on multiple transportation
electrification projects
• Working with Puget Sound Regional Council
to help jurisdictions prepare for
electrification
Strategic Plan
July 14, 2021

Updated GHG Targets
In 2017, the Agency’s Board of Directors
adopted updated climate targets:

•

Reduce regional greenhouse gas (GHG)
emissions to:
•
•
•

50% by 2030

80% by 2050

compared to 1990

•

Return to 1990 levels by 2020

•

Focus on transportation
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Transportation GHG “Wedge” Analysis

Strategic Plan
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Objective 2.1 Summary
 We did not meet the target to reduce GHGs to 1990 levels
by 2020
 We have not yet met the target to reduce GHGs by 50% by
2030
 Legislative wins will have significant impacts on future
GHG emissions
 Through our Clean Cities program and its member fleets,
we eliminated nearly 700,000 tons of GHG emissions (20142020)
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Objective 2.1
Initial Issue Identification
 How do we support recent legislative wins related to
transportation?
 State will establish framework to implement rules
 Where will we add greatest value?

 What other regulations would accelerate reductions of
GHGs (transportation-related or other)?
 Should we revisit the agency’s 2017 targets?
 Evolving understanding of climate change risk
 New state targets
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Thank You!
Questions?
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EXTRA SLIDES
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GHG Transportation “Wedge” Analysis
with Bills 1091 and 5126
Science-based targets intended
to limit warming and associated consequences
to 1.5 to 2 degrees Celsius globally

While shown on same graph,
the CFS focuses on transportation fuels,
and the Cap and Invest is economy-wide,
addressing largest emissions sources
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“State of the Airshed” – Part 3

Compliance & Stationary Source Objectives – 1.4

Objective 1.4
“Prevent, reduce and control emissions and
exposure from significant stationary sources of air
pollution”
Targets:
•
•

•

Increase compliance rates to reduce environmental harms
Meet compliance assurance agreement & EPA-delegated program
obligations
Increase public knowledge & involvement in permitting processes

State of the Airshed – Strategic Plan Objective 1.4
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Compliance Programs
•
•
•
•
•

Asbestos

Notice of Construction
Operating Permits
Registration

Area Sources

State of the Airshed – Strategic Plan Objective 1.4
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Asbestos/Notice of
Construction
Asbestos
•
•

Renovations & Demolition
Survey, Safe Removal Prior to
Disturbing

Notice of Construction (NOC)
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•

Preconstruction Review

•

Control Technology & Impacts

•

Approval with Conditions

Operating Permits/
Registration
Air Operating Permits
•

All Applicable Air Requirements

•

Renewable, No Technology Updating

Registration
•
•

•
State of the Airshed – Strategic Plan Objective 1.4
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Renewable (Not a Permit)
Existing Regulations/NOC
Approvals
New/Amended Regulations

Area Sources
Burn Bans & Patrols
Complaints
•
•
•
•

Chimney Smoke

Outdoor Burning
Dust

Odors

State of the Airshed – Strategic Plan Objective 1.4
July 14, 2021

Related Activities
Compliance Direct
•

Enforcement

Compliance Shared/Support
•

Legal

•

Public Records

•

IT/Database
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Prevent & Control Emissions
NOC
•

Technology Advances

•

Case-by-Case Review

Sector Examples
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•

Marijuana Producers

•

Composting

•

Finished Wood Products

Reduce Emissions
Compliance Requirements
•
•
•
•
•

NOC Conditions

Existing Regulations

Reasonably Available
Control Technology (RACT)
Emission Testing

Meet/Exceed EPA Agreement
Goals

State of the Airshed – Strategic Plan Objective 1.4
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Use Appropriate Tools
Compliance Assistance
•

Dry Cleaners

•

EPA Stationary Source Engine Rules

Regulation Development
•

Permit by Rule

•

General Order of Approval

•

State of the Airshed – Strategic Plan Objective 1.4
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Stage II Vapor Control Program
Review

Community Engagement
Formal Comment Processes
•

Information Shared

•

Comment & Hearing Processes

Informal Efforts
•

Asbestos Outreach

•

Language Support
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Challenges & Trends
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Balance & Contrast Between EPA/State/Local Authority
Staff Recruiting, Retention, Development

Meaningful Equity Measures in a Regulatory
Environment

Patience to Address Challenging/Long-Term Issues
Expectations for Timely & Useful Information
EPA Air Rulemaking Pace Slowing

Stationary Source/Industrial Base Continues to Evolve

State of the Airshed – Strategic Plan Objective 1.4
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Questions?

State of the Airshed – Strategic Plan Objective 1.4
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DATE

July 07, 2021

TO

Advisory Council
Puget Sound Clean Air Agency

S U BJ E C T

Update – Wildfire Smoke Season

Honorable Members:
At the next Advisory Council Meeting, we will provide a brief overview of our activities leading up to
this summer’s wildfire smoke season. We’ll also do a review of our historical smoke events, the
most recent wildfire season outlook, and show some of the tools we use to forecast wildfires.
Respectfully submitted,

Craig T. Kenworthy
Executive Director
Attachment
jwc

WILDFIRE SMOKE IN PUGET SOUND
BACKGROUND AND PREDICTIONS FOR 2021

Erik Saganić
Advisory Council July 14, 2021

Background

Wildfire Smoke in Puget Sound
July 14, 2021

Wildfire Smoke and Health
“Wildfire smoke carries the same health risks as wood smoke,
except there’s much more of it. Smoke is full of small particles,
which can be especially dangerous for sensitive groups — children
and older adults and people that are pregnant, have heart or lung
issues (such as asthma and COPD), or that have had a stroke.”
https://pscleanair.gov/517/Wildfire-Smoke

Symptoms:
•

Respiratory irritation

•

Trouble breathing

•

Chest pain

•

Asthma attack

Wildfire Smoke in Puget Sound
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Air Pollution and Respiratory Impacts
•

•

•

“When conditions are smoky, more people who are
exposed to the novel coronavirus may develop COVID19 and some cases of COVID-19 may become more
severe.”1 (BC CDC)
Particle pollution impairs the body’s built-in protection
mechanisms.2
Sensitive populations are more affected by COVID and
wildfire smoke.
https://unsplash.com/photos/NMZdj2Zu36M
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1. http://www.bccdc.ca/health-info/diseases-conditions/covid-19/prevention-risks/wildfires
2. https://www.epa.gov/isa/integrated-science-assessment-isa-particulate-matter

2017, 2018, and 2020 Unprecedented Smoke in Seattle
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Historical Comparison
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Why so bad in past years?

• Lots of warmer than average days
• Low temperature heat waves

Total Precip = 0.05” (Normally 0.7”)
93% lower than normal
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Total Precip = 0.2” (Normally 0.88”)
73% lower than normal

Predictions for 2021
•

Hotter

•

Drier

Wildfire Smoke in Puget Sound
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https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/predictions/long_range/seasonal.php?lead=4
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Precipitation so far
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Forecasting
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MODELING SMOKE IS HARD!
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Satellites images help, but
lack vertical information

2017

Wildfire Smoke in Puget Sound
July 14, 2021

Ceilometers measure
vertical profile of pollution

PSCAA Sensor Map
•

•

Compilation of both regulatory
monitors and purple air
Purple Air’s values are calibrated
against agency monitors

•

Displayed after conducting QC

•

Provides better spatial resolution

•

•

Shows two modes: Health and
Instant
http://map.pscleanair.org/
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Messaging
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Reducing amount of wildfire smoke:
Addressing climate change, forest management

Clean indoor air, air cleaners/filter fans

Stay inside

Masks

https://www.cdc.gov/niosh/topics/hierarchy/default.html
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Reducing Exposure
•

Stay at home
•
•

•

•

Keep your indoor air clean
If that is not possible, go to a building with filtered air (following social
distancing guidelines)

Heat can be dangerous too. If it becomes unbearably hot, it’s
better to open the windows temporarily or seek shelter in a
location with AC.
Limit your physical activity outdoors, such as running, bicycling,
physical labor, and sports.

Wildfire Smoke in Puget Sound
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Keeping indoor air clean
•

Keep windows and doors closed

•

Run an air cleaner or filter fan

•

HVAC – use the best filter for your system, run on recirculate

•

Minimize sources of indoor pollution (candles, vacuum, etc.)

Wildfire Smoke in Puget Sound
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Masks
•

Masks are a last resort

•

N95 and N100 masks provide the most protection
•

Limited availability. Prioritized for health care workers

•

Cloth masks can provide limited protection against particles1

•

Must fit tightly over nose and mouth

1https://www.nature.com/articles/jes201642
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Actions
•
•

•

•

•

New wildfire forecasting tools
Joint press release with health departments prepared, updated with
COVID info
Coordinating with other agencies (cities, WA Dept of Health, local
health departments, fire departments, forest service, DNR, etc)
#NWSmokeReady posts on Facebook and Twitter to help public
prepare
We are taking steps to distribute filter-fans to those most in need

Wildfire Smoke in Puget Sound
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Thank you!

Questions?

Wildfire Smoke in Puget Sound
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DATE

June 10, 2021

TO

Board of Directors
Puget Sound Clean Air Agency

SUBJECT

Executive Director’s Report

Honorable Members:
Here are some highlights from what we have been doing to clean the air and protect
the climate.
GOAL ONE – PROTECT PUBLIC HEALTH AND THE ENVIRONMENT FROM AIR POLLUTION
Objective 1.2 – Reduce transportation emissions, especially diesel particulate, in highly
impacted locations
As part of an Ecology grant to promote our online Clean Diesel Truck Training
program, the Northwest Seaport Alliance held two events that provided drayage truck
drivers with free engine diagnostics.
Objective 1.3 – Reduce emissions and exposures from wood smoke and outdoor
burning
As of June 2nd, our FY20-21 Ecology grant-funded Wood Stove Program had 823

households follow through with their projects. This includes 641 recycling projects (298
in King County, 186 in Pierce County, and 157 in Snohomish County) which have been

issued their $350 reward check for scrapping their old wood stove. Another 182
households have funds reserved or redeemed for their $1,500 Replacement Discount
project (offered only in Snohomish County) to upgrade to a cleaner heating
appliance.

For our Agency-funded Kitsap County drop-off recycling effort, so far 224 households
have followed through with their recycling project and have been issued a $350
reward for scrapping their old wood stove.

The combined programs, serving all our four counties, have incentivized the removal
of 1,047 old wood stoves/inserts for this program cycle of fiscal years 2020-21.
With the Ecology grant ending on June 30th along with the close of our agency fiscal

year, the current version of the Wood Stove Program is winding down. The program
will take a pause while we apply for new grant funding from Ecology, likely in July. Staff
is currently evaluating the successes and challenges of the last program cycle,
opportunities for expansion of program partners and also piloting the next program’s
grant application review though the Department of Clean Air Initiative’s draft Racial
Equity Toolkit. All this will inform the development of the next two-year program cycle
to likely launch early fall, depending on when the new grant award is announced, and
new contracting is completed.
Objective 1.4 – Prevent, reduce and control emissions and exposure from significant
stationary sources of air pollution
[Note: I recused myself from the following matter due to a potential conflict of interest
involving my spouse’s work. The update was prepared by our Compliance Team]

Last month, the Board heard from west Seattle resident Sarah Smith describing the
impacts to her and family from the burning activities of her neighbor, specifically their
use of a pellet stove. Smith also expressed concerns that her complaints and Agency
response had not been sufficient in addressing the alleged problem.
In response, we reviewed the history and Agency response to Ms. Smith’s complaints.
The Agency case file documents numerous contacts (approx. 9) with Smith and her
adjacent neighbor who Smith alleges uses a pellet stove, smokes cigarettes, and has
emitted mold and mildew. In addition, the Agency has responded and been on site at
the Smith residence twice in the last 6 months for the purpose of verifying complaint
information received and to make a compliance determination. This has also
involved mailing educational burning literature to Smith’s neighbor. Unfortunately,
despite our efforts to date following our complaint response policy, we have been
unable to verify Smith’s allegations and/or address her concerns of unlawful
emissions.
Agency Compliance Director Steve Van Slyke recently spoke to Smith by phone
answering her questions and discussing information about Agency field practices as

it relates to complaints received. He shared with Smith that the Agency will continue
to monitor complaints received, assess, and respond accordingly in accordance with
normal procedures.
-2-

Objective 1.5 – Characterize and communicate air quality throughout the region, with
the active participation of the public
We continue to make progress on our EPA air toxics grant. This grant provides funding

to conduct air toxics sampling at five sites in Seattle and Tacoma, including additional
community-led monitoring in the Duwamish Valley. We have finalized our Quality
Assurance Project Plan and it has been approved by EPA. We are finalizing our
contract with the lab that will perform the analysis of the samples we collect. For the
community-led sampling, we are working with community partners on the outreach
plan and how to best get input. At this point, we have acquired nearly all the

equipment needed and are starting to locate the samplers at their locations. We plan
to start one full year of monitoring in July.

Objective 1.6 – Reduce inequities in air pollution exposure
In preparation for potential wildfire smoke, we are supporting impacted communities
through filter-fan distribution. We continue to be a resource for partners as they
develop and enhance filter-fan distribution programs of their own.
We have finalized an agreement with King County to provide funding to support their
community partners in distributing filter-fans this summer ahead of any wildfire
smoke. Their partners provide services to BIPOC communities that we hope to
develop deeper relationships with. Together, King County and our Agency worked on
joint messaging and provided a training on May 27th. Through this agreement, we are
also funding 600 filters to supplement the fans they already have.
We also have an ongoing agreement with Tacoma-Pierce County for filter-fan
distribution and we are drafting an agreement with Snohomish County to help them
develop a program of their own for this summer as well. We are planning for more
distribution projects in the near future.
EXCELLENCE GOAL – EMPLOY THE BEST PEOPLE, POLICIES, AND PRACTICES TO ACHIEVE
OUR WORK
Objective 3.2 – Develop a culture that integrates environmental justice and equity
principles into our day-to-day work and decisions

-3-

The Department of Clean Air Initiatives (DCAI) and members of the Technical Analysis
team have identified projects on which to pilot test the draft Racial Equity Toolkit. The
first group of pilot projects includes our next application for woodstove funding, the
aforementioned efforts to reduce wildfire smoke exposure by distributing filter fans to
our focus communities, and an element of our new EPA Air Toxics grant.

The Agency continues to work to advance internal equity by holding monthly racial
caucusing groups (BIPOC group and the white anti-racism alliance group).
The management team and BIPOC staff continue to discuss action steps to help the

Agency move forward in a meaningful and productive way. We will continue
engaging in regular dialogue to facilitate greater understanding around racial equity
needs and concerns and to increase accountability across the organization.

2021 BOARD MEETING DATES REMAINING
July 22
August (no meeting)
September 23
October 28
November 18 (Joint meeting with the Advisory Council)
December 16
GENERAL
The President’s proposed budget includes the substantial increase in funding for air
quality agencies that our national association has been working on. Since the budget
process has many steps left, we did not assume any increase in our out-year budgets
but will keep you apprised.
I continue to keep tabs on a possible special legislative session this fall.
Respectfully submitted,

Craig T. Kenworthy
Executive Director
jwc
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